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What is the Fort Bend County Veteran’s Court Program?

Modeled in the spirit of statutory Veteran’s Court programs, FBCVCP represents
a renewed, fresh, and innovative approach to diverting veterans from
incarceration into treatment. The Court relies on the cooperation and
collaboration between the criminal justice system, Veteran’s Affairs,
community agencies and the participants. The Court requires the Judge,
prosecutor, and defense counsel to collaboratively pursue a path that helps
address restorative options for Veterans with criminal legal entanglements.

The Fort Bend County Veteran’s Court Program (FBCVCP) handles
misdemeanor and felony cases.

Participant Understanding

As a participant in the FBCVCP, you will be required to follow the instructions
and conditions given to you in court by the Judge and comply with the
Participant Contract developed by the FBCVCP team. The purpose of the
FBCVCP is to help you:

1) Secure treatment you have rightfully earned and deserved,
2) Access treatment quickly and without barriers,

3) Stay engaged in treatment, and

4) Regain control of your life.

You deserve a quality of life that allows you to become a productive citizen and
FBCVCP can be an important support for you. In considering your participation
in the Fort Bend County Veterans Court Program it is important that you review
all of the information included in your Participant Contract along with your
attorney.

What are the expectations of the Participant?

The FBCVCP team will develop treatment recommendations based on an
assessment of your needs for treatment, services, resources, housing, case
management, VA benefits and services, among other needs. To participate in the
Court, you will agree to sign all necessary releases, comply with treatment
recommendations, and comply with all terms and conditions of the pre-trial
release program or probation. Your participation is memorialized by a written
agreement between you and the District Attorney’s Office which is overseen by
the Court.



How long is the term of FBCVCP?

The FBCVCP is a minimum six (6) month commitment. However, the period of
time spent in the Court is determined by your plea agreement and individual
progress in treatment. While participating in the Court the Judge and members
of the FBCVCP team will closely monitor your participation and progress. You
will be expected to meet with your Community Supervision Officer (CSO) and
follow all the terms and conditions of your contract agreement. Discharge,
termination, or involuntary withdrawal from the program may result in a
sentence in accordance with the full range of punishment for the referring
offense. Participants who successfully complete the program will be recognized
with a graduation ceremony and celebration and have the opportunity to serve in
the Court’s Peer Mentor Program.

What’s in it for me?

Services

The FBCVCP Team will help you access identified treatment,
counseling, case management, supportive housing and other services
that meet your specific needs and support your treatment
recommendations.

Recognition of Progress

As you progress through the phases of treatment your achievements will
be encouraged and recognized by the Court’s Judge and the FBCVCP
Team. The goal of the program is your completion, graduation, and
successful reintegration back into your community.

Opportunities

The program provides Veterans with opportunities for rehabilitation in
lieu of incarceration for eligible offenses. The FBCVCP desires that
Veterans will move forward in life improving and increasing their
guality of life for themselves and their family. The FBCVCP’s
commitment is to support your rehabilitation and success. To that end
the team will provide you with the support, opportunity, assistance, and
referrals necessary to help you begin making positive changes in your
life.



What are the rules of the Fort Bend County Veteran’s Court Program?

To remain in the FBCVCP, you must follow all recommendations made by the
team and the rules contained in the Participant Contract. General rules include:

Appear in Court as Scheduled

Veterans are required to appear before the FBCVCP Judge on at least a
monthly basis. The Judge and the FBCVCP Team will receive progress
reports regarding your attendance and participation in your treatment
program and other components such as case management, VA benefits,
etc. The Judge and FBCVCP Team will discuss your progress through
case staffing and modify your treatment objectives as necessary.

Follow Your Treatment Plan

Your treatment plan will include some or all of the following
components (understand that your treatment recommendation may
change as your treatment needs change).

Abstinence from illegal drugs and alcohol
Medication compliance

Participation in a substance abuse treatment program
Participation in a behavioral health treatment program
Participation in a self-help group or program
Intensive or Supportive case management services
Supported or Structured housing

Education services

Employment or VVocational Rehabilitation

Regular appointments with a VA case manager
Regular appointments with a psychiatrist
Psycho-social or Recreational program

More detailed rules about treatment plan are further outlined below:

Substance Abuse Treatment

If your treatment plan requires that you participate in a substance abuse
treatment program, you must follow through with all recommendations.
While in treatment, your treatment provider will regularly report to the
FBCVCP regarding your attendance, level of participation and overall
compliance with the program. You must attend all scheduled treatment
appointments and follow all rules of your treatment program.



Mental Health Treatment

All participants of the FBCVCP will be evaluated for mental health
treatment needs. If treatment component is recommended, you must
attend all scheduled appointments and follow all the rules and policy
recommendations. The mental health treatment provider will regularly
report status and progress to the Court and the FBCVCP Team.

Case Management Services

Community based intensive and supportive case managers will assist in
coordinating treatment services through the VA and within the
community. The VJO case manager and community supervision officer
(CSO) will work together as a team to support your treatment services.
The VJO case manager is responsible for having regular contact with
you, connecting you with VA services, monitoring your progress in VA
treatment and preparing reports on your progress for your court
appearances. The Community Supervision Officer’s (CSO)
responsibilities include regular visits and contact with you. The CSO
will also report back to the court regarding your progress, concerns, and
accomplishments outside of treatment. Both treatment team members
will assist you in accessing and maintaining a variety of VA and
community services. This collective approach is used to assist you in
staying on the path of treatment and/or recovery.

Housing

Due to specific treatment needs some participants of the FBCVCP will
be required to reside in structured housing or a residential treatment
facility. If you are required to live in a specified residence such as a VA
domiciliary or a residential treatment facility, you must follow all the
housing provider’s rules in addition to the FBCVCP rules.



Policy Pertaining to the FBCVCP Participants and the use of
Prescribed Addictive Substances

The expectation is that participants in the FBCVCP will remain abstinent
from all non-prescribed mood-altering substances while enrolled in the
program. It is understood that there may be circumstances in which a
participant may need to be supported with substances (which might
otherwise prohibited) for medical or psychiatric purposes.

To ensure that participants remain in compliance with Court and treatment
expectations, the Court requires that prior to medication dosing the
participant must comply with the following:

e Inform all FBCVCP treatment providers.
e Inform the Court’s Community Service Officer (CSO).

e Participants with a substance abuse diagnosis must provide a
note(s) from their prescribing physician(s) verifying their
knowledge of the Veteran’s active abuse or dependence diagnosis
and enrollment in an abstinence-based chemical dependency
treatment program as well as the FBCVCP.

e Sign a consent form in accordance with the requirements of 42
Code of Federal Regulations Part 2 which authorizes the release
of patient identifying information between their CSO, treatment
provider(s), physician, physician assistant and/or nurse
practitioner who prescribes the drug or substance to the Veteran
as a patient.

Should information be received from the physician which supports the
participant’s continued use of a controlled substance, the CSO will consult
with the prescribing professional for verification and supplemental
information regarding the Veteran’s history of chemical dependence. If
the prescribing professional is unaware of the history of chemical
dependence the FBCVC Team will engage in additional dialogue

7



regarding whether and under what circumstances the prescribing
professional believes that the required information is received, if the
prescribing professional believes that the Veteran should be permitted to
continue to use the drug or substance prescribed, the Veteran must be
permitted to continue to use the drug or substance under an appropriate
care regimen. If there is insufficient information to support medically
monitored continued use, the Veteran medically monitored use, the
Veteran must safely cease use of that substance(s) and seek
alternative treatment options.

What is meant by Infractions and Sanctions?

Failure to comply with treatment recommendations, Veterans Court
program regulations, or the commission of a new offense may result in
sanctions. Program infractions and sanctions can include, but are not
limited to:

Infractions

e Missed treatment appointments
Missed probation appointments
Missed court appearances
Abuse of drugs and/or alcohol
Refusal to provide urine screens
Positive urine screens
Failure or refusal to take prescribed medications
Violation of rules of the treatment program
Violation of rules of housing provider, including curfew
Threatening behavior, including verbal threat of violence
Other non-compliance with treatment recommendations
Violation of probation terms and conditions



Sanctions

Writing assignments (reflective essays, etc.)
Verbal warning/admonishment

Increased frequency of drug testing

Increased frequency of court appearances
Increased frequency of probation and/or Pre-trial reporting
Increased support group meetings

Loss of privileges at residential treatment facilities
Serving time in jail

Imposition of a curfew

Community service

More restrictive Pre-Trial services program
Restart of the current phase

Removal from the program

The FBCVCP Team will respond to all infractions according to the
circumstances. The team wants all Veterans to succeed and be in the center
of their own treatment or recovery plan. We will stand by you every step
of the journey.



What is Meant by Incentives/Rewards?

While in FBCVCP and compliant with your treatment recommendations
and the terms of the Participant’s Contract you may be rewarded in several
manners. Rewards can include, but are not limited to:

e Public recognition

e Gift card or gift certificates

e Forgiveness of additional community service hours

e Phase advancement

Referrals to vocational and/or educational services
Decreased treatment requirements

Reduction and/or suspension of unpaid fines and/or fees
Gift certificates

Graduation ceremony and celebration

What else is the commitment?

Other expectations of the FBCVCP include:

e Show up. Be honest in the program with the Court, with your
VJO and CSO, with your peers, and with yourself.

e Work hard and be accountable from the beginning of the program.
e Treat others with respect and expect the same in return. This
includes the opinions and feelings of other participants and the
FBCVCP Team.
o Verbal or physical threats to anyone will not be
tolerated.
o Any inappropriate behavior will be immediately
reported to the Court and may result in a sanction
or your removal from the program.
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e Avoid all alcohol, drugs, and drug-related activities and persons
of harmful character.
o DO NOT possess, sell, or use alcohol or illegal
drugs.
o Any relapse involving drug and/or alcohol use
must be reported to your treatment provider(s),
your VJO and CSO, and the Court immediately.

e Be Law Abiding
o Refrain from any further violations of the laws of
this state or any other state or governmental entity.
o Additional offenses may result in additional
charges and your removal from the program.
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