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* Submit as a PDF using 12-point Times New Roman font

* 4th Grade essay length: 500 — 750 words (2-3 pages)

* 7th Grade essay length: 750 — 1,000 words (3 - 4 pages)

* Include a bibliography (not part of the word count) with at least 4 references, at least two of
which must be primary source documents [For suggested initial research resources please click
on “Essay Contest” tab on left side of the FBCHC webpage at:

https://www .fortbendcountyix.gov/government/departments/county-services/historical-commission]

* Contain a title page (not part of the word count) with the name of the student, title of the
essay, and name of school or home address if homeschooled AND name and contact
information for a parent/guardian.

* Submit to HistoricalCommission@fortbendcountytx.gov by October 31 @ 5pm

* Pledge of Allegiance of US vs. Pledge
of Allegiance of Texas




2025 ESSAY CONTEST RULES & RESOURCES

RULES

1. The contest is open to all 4™ and 7t" grade students that live or attend school
in Fort Bend County.

2. Essays should be created using 12 point type in Times New Roman font.

3. Essays should be submitted in pdf format via email to:

HistoricalCommission@fortbendcountytx.gov

Essays must be received by 5:00 pm on October 31, 2025

4 Grade Essays should be between 500 — 750 words (2-3 pages)

7t Grade Essays should be between 750 — 1000 words (3-4 pages)

All essays must contain a bibliography with at least 4 references, at least 2

of which are primary. The Bibliography is not part of the word count.

8. All essays must contain a title page with the name of the student, the title
of the essay, and the name of the school, or home address if homeschooled.
Please also include the name and contact information (email or telephone
number) for a parent or guardian. The title page is not part of the word
count. Essays may also contain one page of images, photographs, or
original art related to the research topic, including image citations or
descriptions.

9. 4™ Grade Essay Topic: Symbols of Freedom — Compare and contrast the
history and meaning of one of the following symbols of the United States
and Texas:

e the Flag of the United States (“Stars and Stripes”) vs. the Flag of the
State of Texas (“Lone Star”);

e the Anthem of the United States (“Star Spangled Banner”) vs the
Anthem of the State of Texas (“Texas, Our Texas”);

e orthe United States Pledge of Allegiance vs. The State of Texas Pledge
of Allegiance.

No A

Essays should include information about when the symbol was created and
adopted, what the words or elements of the symbol mean, and how the symbol
has changed over time, if applicable.


mailto:HistoricalCommission@fortbendcountytx.gov

10.7t" Grade Essay Topic: The Struggle for Independence — Compare and
contrast one of the following elements in the struggle for independence of
the United States with the Republic of Texas:
e George Washington vs. Sam Houston as military and political leaders;
o the Preamble to the United States Declaration of Independence vs.
the Preamble to the Texas Declaration of Independence;
e or the causes of the American Revolution vs. the causes of the Texas
War for Independence.

Students should include specific examples of dates, places, individuals, and
events that represent or reflect the student’s point of view with respect to the
chosen topic.

ESSAY CONTEST RESOURCES

The following are some suggested resources for the start of student’s research
into the topics. It is expected that the student will conduct his/her own
independent research beyond these resources. For additional resources please
visit the George Memorial Library, your local Fort Bend County Library Branch,
your school library and the Fort Bend County Museum.

4*h GRADE ESSAY RESOURCES

“Stars and Stripes” vs. “Lone Star”:

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/flags-of-texas
https://texasproud.com/texas-state-flag/
https://www.texashistorypage.com/Origin-of-the-Lone-Star-Flag.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of the_ United_States

https://www.pbs.org/a-capitol-fourth/history/old-glory/

“Star Spangled Banner” vs. “Texas, Our Texas”:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star-Spangled_Banner
https://www.history.com/articles/the-star-spangled-banner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas, Our_Texas

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/texas-our-texas


https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/flags-of-texas
https://texasproud.com/texas-state-flag/
https://www.texashistorypage.com/Origin-of-the-Lone-Star-Flag.html
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https://www.pbs.org/a-capitol-fourth/history/old-glory/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star-Spangled_Banner
https://www.history.com/articles/the-star-spangled-banner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas,_Our_Texas
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/texas-our-texas

https://www.kxan.com/news/texas/how-did-texas-our-texas-become-the-official-state-song/

U.S. Pledge of Allegiance vs. Texas Pledge of Allegiance:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pledge _of Allegiance

https://www.ushistory.org/documents/pledge.htm?srsltid=AfmBOooUJuvBSh_I-
kEm9GEgOwKc1a8KxBgnbsK1dG9gU9j8VU8cbb4w

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/flagpledge

https://www.srttexas.org/assets/pdf/TexasFlag.pdf

7t GRADE ESSAY RESOURCES

George Washington vs. Sam Houston:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://www.history.com/articles/george-washington
https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/george-washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Houston

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/houston-sam

Preamble to US Constitution vs. Preamble to Texas Constitution:

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CONAN-2022/pdf/GPO-CONAN-2022-7.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/stylistic-artistry-of-the-declaration
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/treasures/republic/declare-01.html
https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/artifacts/texas-declaration-of-independence

https://txarchives.org/tslac/finding_aids/70067.xml

Causes of US Revolution vs. Causes of Texas War of Independence:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://www.history.com/articles/american-revolution-causes

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/patriotsday-events-leading-
american-revolution/

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/texas-revolution

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_Revolution


https://www.kxan.com/news/texas/how-did-texas-our-texas-become-the-official-state-song/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pledge_of_Allegiance
https://www.ushistory.org/documents/pledge.htm?srsltid=AfmBOooUJuvBSh_I-kEm9GEgOwKc1a8KxBgnbsK1dG9gU9j8VU8c6b4w
https://www.ushistory.org/documents/pledge.htm?srsltid=AfmBOooUJuvBSh_I-kEm9GEgOwKc1a8KxBgnbsK1dG9gU9j8VU8c6b4w
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/flagpledge
https://www.srttexas.org/assets/pdf/TexasFlag.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://www.history.com/articles/george-washington
https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/george-washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Houston
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/houston-sam
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CONAN-2022/pdf/GPO-CONAN-2022-7.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/stylistic-artistry-of-the-declaration
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/treasures/republic/declare-01.html
https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/artifacts/texas-declaration-of-independence
https://txarchives.org/tslac/finding_aids/70067.xml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://www.history.com/articles/american-revolution-causes
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/patriotsday-events-leading-american-revolution/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/patriotsday-events-leading-american-revolution/
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/texas-revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_Revolution

