
 

Flowchart Criminal Justice Process 

Pre-Indictment 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

           

 

 

 

In Magistrate court, suspect is advised of charges. 

Bond may or may not be set.  

Bond is set. No bond is set. 

Suspect is released 

on bond to wait for 

their hearing. 

Suspect is 

transferred to the 

County Jail. 

Felony Cases- Grand Jury 

determines if there is 

enough evidence to 

proceed to trial. 

Misdemeanor cases- 

DA prosecutor reviews 

the case, consults 

with defense 

attorney, provides 

discovery (case info), 

and makes sentencing 

recommendation. 
If enough evidence is 

provided, the case is True 

Billed. Case will be 

pursued. 

 

If enough evidence is not 

provided, the case is no 

billed. Case will not be 

pursued.  

 

DA prosecutor reviews 

the case, consults with 

defense attorney, 

provides discovery (case 

info), and makes 

sentencing 

recommendation. 

There may be a hearing for the defendant to 

request reduced bond. 

Defendant is 

released. 



 

Flowchart Criminal Justice Process 

Prosecution 

 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The defendant may plead guilty or not guilty. 

Not guilty plea. 

Guilty plea. 

Plea agreement. 

Jury or Bench Trial 

The defendant is 

convicted of the 

offense. 

The defendant is not 

convicted of an 

offense 

Defendant is 

released. 

The defendant is 

sentenced. 



 

Flowchart Criminal Justice Process 

Post-Conviction 

 

 
Defendant is convicted of an offense. 

Probation or Community 

Supervision and 

Corrections Department 

“CSCD”. 

Probation/CSCD 

Violate/Revoke 

Juvenile or Adult Prison 

System 

Probation/CSCD 

conditions met. 

Parole review. 

Vote to not 

release. 

Vote to 

release on 

parole. 

Parole 

supervision. 

Violates 

conditions of 

parole. 

Discharged. 


